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1st Reading: Is 35:4-7a September 5, 2021

Responsorial: Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 :]; ESE OF \UWJ
OFFICE OF CATECHESIs  21d Reading: Jas 2:1-5 cor of -

syracusediocese.org/offices/catechesis Gospel: Mk 7:31-37

™23nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: “Ephphatha!” |
“Be opened!” are the words Jesus uses as he heals the deaf and mute man. = Dear young people, do not bury your
I These words are not just used to open ears and eyes, but to also open hearts l talents, the gifts that God has given you'

to make room for Christ... to be open to the Holy Spirit. Healing is not just | Do not be afraid to dream of great things!
physical, but spiritual as well. In the ancient days, physical limitations also +Pope Francis

St. Joseph pray for us

meant social limitations. These limitations put labels on those with disabilities P
I or illness as “untouchables” and as such, they were the unloved. In his
I ministry, Jesus demonstrated God’ love by touching the untouchables and |
I opening their hearts to a divine love that society had denied.
Mark’s gospel supplies the foundational account for the Ephphetha Rite
I which may be seen during the Easter Vigil as part of the initiation ceremony I
| of adults who are entering the faith through the RCIA process. In this rite, the |
I presider touches the ears and the mouth of the elect and prays that they be | *
open to hear and proclaim the word of God in faith. This takes place before I
I the elect is baptized. In a child’s baptism, this rite actually takes place after
| the child is baptized. After being baptized with water, a child is anointed with |
I chrism, clothed in a white garment, and receives the Light of Christ. The |
option to use the Ephphetha Rite is then performed, touching the ears and
I mouth of the child saying, “The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb
| speak. May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth to |
proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father.” |
This week reminds us to reflect on how well we are attentive to the words of
I Jesus and how we proclaim our faith in the world. Let us make this one word
I be our prayer this week - Ephphatha! - Be opened!

Where in the world...
FLY around the diocese to find
the Traveling Icon and learn
more about our diocese!

A GOOGLE EARTH
ACTIVITY

September 3 - September 11

| In what ways is Jesus calling you to be more open to his wisdom and

I word? | Pope Francis Mopthly»lntentlon for September

Seven Sorrows of Mary Mobile Craft

Gather some construction paper, yarn, scissors and

a hole punch use the free download found on the

website page to create this easy craft to display in
/ your home during the month of September.
Visit catholicicing.com -

Seven Sorrows of Mary Or go directly to the
free download here catholicicing.com

For an environmentally sustainable lifestyle...

We pray that we all will make courageous choices
for a simple and environmentally sustainable
lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are
resolutely committed to this.
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I Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI

| usccs. org - Season of Creation Sept 1 - Oct 4 (Family Faith Builder)

| Catholicmom.com- Meditating on the Seven Sorrows of Mary (Teens & Adults Faith Builder)
Thecompassnews org - More than Physical Healmg Ephphetha (Adult Faith Buﬂder)

The Month of September
Seven Sorrows of Mary



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090521.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090521.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090521.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090521.cfm
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/holy-week-ideas-for-families/
https://www.catholicicing.com/10-things-to-do-with-palms-from-palm-sunday/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c34z19ACHuw
https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExT3FVcE1Ja1dzZGRrZ1dSX1lYNEhTMlNtVlhfMG1rY0ISFgoUMDJFODdEOTY4QzFBMDZFOUM4MjY
https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExT3FVcE1Ja1dzZGRrZ1dSX1lYNEhTMlNtVlhfMG1rY0ISFgoUMDJFODdEOTY4QzFBMDZFOUM4MjY
https://www.catholicicing.com/?s=love+one+another
https://keepingthefeast.wordpress.com/2010/05/22/red-velvet-cupcakes-for-a-sweet-sweet-pentecost/
https://keepingthefeast.wordpress.com/2010/05/22/red-velvet-cupcakes-for-a-sweet-sweet-pentecost/
https://keepingthefeast.wordpress.com/2010/05/22/red-velvet-cupcakes-for-a-sweet-sweet-pentecost/
https://youtu.be/bQtIesAAWZA
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/WDPCC-Bulletin-Insert.pdf
https://www.catholicmom.com/articles/meditating-on-the-seven-sorrows-of-mary
https://www.thecompassnews.org/2015/09/more-than-physical-healing/
https://www.catholicicing.com/nativity-of-mary/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection/
https://youtu.be/eiL3b23N710
https://uscatholic.org/articles/201908/5-ways-to-help-your-kids-keep-the-faith-even-at-public-schools/
https://www.catholicicing.com/seven-sorrows-of-mary-printable-mobile-craft/
https://www.catholicicing.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/seven-sorrows-of-mary-printable.pdf
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-peter-claver



